1642]      The Administration of Richelieu      155

of Lorraine owed feudal obedience to the King,
wrote" the Cardinal, his possessions were forfeited
by his disloyal conduct; if he did not, the province
could be justly held as a prize of war, and the min-
ister insisted that no surrender of conquered terri-
tory by other powers should be regarded as an
argument for the surrender of Lorraine by France.
It was still in French hands when Richelieu died,
but its immediate destiny was not what he had
hoped. It seemed unlikely that France would sur-
render the province after holding it so long, but in
1663 it was restored to its former rulers, and Lor-
raine, although controlled by French influence7~dld
not become a part of that kingdom until a century
JUiter, ^

In most respects the foreign policy which Riche-
lieu adopted differed from that which found accept-
ance before he assumed power. Mary de' Medici
had sought to cement a union between France and
Spain by the marriages of her children; tJjejQajjdmal
sought in every way to check the growth of Span-
ish power, and to build up on its ruin a prepon-
derating influence for France in European politics.
He was a cardinal of the Church, but religious
sympathies had little influence upon his policy as a
statesman. He entered the field of German politics
as an ally of Protestant states, and to protect the
liberties of Protestant princes from the encroach-
ments of a Catholic emperor. When such was his
course, it was certain that France must become an
actor in the great war by which the religious and
political jr^Jations of Germany were to be settled. If the Dukes sagacity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
